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Sir: o -J LJ 

In reply to the Office Action dated September 30, 2002, kindly enter the follo^ing^ O 

ro 

GO 

amendment and remarks. o 



IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

/ 

Page 8, please delete the full paragraph beginning on line 10 and replace it with the 



following paragraph: 



The introduction of a low pressure of an inert gas into the chambers 2 and 7 has the 

effect of decreasing the mean free path of any contaminant particles such as hydrocarbon 
molecules or water vapor which are present in the chamber. In a chamber evacuated to a 
pressure of 10' 1 Pa or less, the mean free path of such particles is larger than the typical 
dimension of such chamber. The flux of the particles towards an optical component, such as 



